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Call for water meter
to curb wastage

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: The city should
start saving water instead of
wasting it while it is still avail-
able, said an environmental
engineer at a discussion on
water challenges here on
Tuesday.

There should be water me-
ters across homes to curb
water wastage because many
in the city still do not care to
turn the tap off or reuse
water because it is abundantly
available, Jadavpur Universi-
ty professor Amit Dutta
said.

He was speaking at Calcut-
ta Management Association
presents Knowledge Ex-
change Series in association
with The Telegraph on the
theme “Mission Paani: Why
Water Challenges Should
Worry You”.

“In Calcutta, there is water
loss of up to 30 to 40 per cent be-
cause of leaking pipes or even
unauthorised connection.
Most people do not reuse the
water left after washingor care
to turn the tap off. If there is
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Preeyam Budhia and Amit Dutta (in picture by Sanat Kr Sinha)
speak at the event on Tuesday

water metering where people
have to pay a price, there could
be less wastage,” said Dutta.

The other speaker at the
programme was Preeyam
Budhia, president, business
development, Patton Group,
who spoke on the need for
water conservation and the
sustainable projects undertak-
en by her group.

Water meters have been in-
stalled in houses across six
wards of north Calcutta but
residents do not have to pay
for what they use. The meters
give the civic body a measure
of how much water is wasted

every day.

According to a report in
Metro last year, water meters
in 1,000 houses across north
Calcutta, which were part of a
pilot project, had shown that
the average resident uses
water four times the national
consumption benchmark,
pointing to a huge waste.

“The scarcity of water is a
concern across the globe.
Water is something we
can’t do without but unfortu-
nately most of us take it for
granted,” said the president of
Calcutta Management Associ-
ation, Amitabha Datta.
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Patton introduces solution for Indias water crisis
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Preeyam Budhia, President, Business Development, Patton Group highlights water conservation initiatives taken by her group

OUR CORRESPONDENT

t will not be an exaggeration
to say that the next war will be

aver waler.

A vital asset for our daily
existence on this planet, water is
the nourishment that is required to
both survive and sustain. A steadily
increasing world population, ram-
pant water pollution, and the

play, and in our own humble way,
Patton does its bit to meet the
problem head on. As a forward-
thinking, forward-looking, environ-
ment-friendly organisation, Patton
Group is commiitted to provid-
ing and implementing sustainable
solutions for water conservation. In
West Benggl, they have been pro-
active in addressing water woes,
ideating solutions, and have taken

Also, in contrast with metal tanks,
there is no danger of rust forming,

Another problem faced by mil-
lions of women and children in
India is regarding the transporta-
tion of water thegy need. AE:nnd
one out of every five people in rural
India do nat have access to potable
water. Many have to walk miles and
miles daily to gain access to drink-
able water.

unchecked exploitation of natural ~ leadership to combat this looming Patton Group, committed to
resources have played their role in - ¢risis via Rainwater Harvesting, finding a sustainable solutnon for
bringing us to where we standtoday.  Ground Water Recharging, Intro- g and storing d
Negligence of water bodieslikelakes  ducing “Water-On-Wheels” in dif- water forall | parts of West Bengal
and tanks, abuse of groundwater, ferent parts of West Bengal, Forest Depmlmenl toimplement 52 plants. At Uluberia the harvested  took up the mantle and introduced
and incorrect preservation of sur- Preeyam Budhia, President harvesting projects acro: is being nscdforma:hm a specially designed water tank.
face water systems have added to Business Development, Patton  Darjecling, Bardhaman, the Sunder cooling, mould cooling, g ‘The Patt t
the growing burden, Group informs that the group has  bans, and Kolkata, and drinking water, on-wheels-roller-tank

Itis high time that wewakeup to  worked with different bodies such It has installed a 30,000-litre What makes their tanks sosuit-  is a unique water tank
the reality, smell the coffee, get our as Public Health Engineering Dar-  capacity rainwater harvesting proj-  able for RWH projects are the qual.  wih 90-litre water capacity.
act together, and find solutions for  jeeling Gorkha Hill Council, Insti- ectand will be scaling to 50,000 litres ity and the design. Patton tanks, The effective design distrib-
water conservation, tute of Environmental Studies and  for captive consumption. Theiraim  made of food-grade, virgin-plastic, utes the weight of the water

All of us have an equally impor-
tant, positive, undeniable role to

Wetland, Management, Institulion
of Public Health Engineers, and the

is to install tanks to collect 2,00,000
litres of rainwater across our other

stand the test of time and a scamless
design ensures no Icalazge of water.

avera wide rolling surface on
the ground. The high-quality

material of the tank body maintaing
the cleanliness and volume of the
drinking water.

The Patton-Water-On-Wheels
has already been introduced in
districts like Darjeeling, Bankura,
Purulia etc.

Every person needs 1o be cog-
nizant o)I: li':.- fact that it is tin;::?o
embrace both blue and green to
move towards a future where a clean

healthy environ-
ment is the most
important legacy
we leave behind.
Any measures that
you take, big
or small,
counts,
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Water conservation: Need of the hour

OUR CORRESPONDENT

t the interactive session “Why
Water Challenges Should Worry
the Citizens of Calcutta’ organ-
ised by Concern for Calcutta, speakers
Preeyam Budhia, President, Business
Development, Patton Group; Arunabha
Majumdar, Chairman, Indian Water
Works Association; and Bibhas
Maity, Ex-officio - CEO, Water Supply,
KMC,; highlighted the present concerns
and stressed on the measures we should
take to lower water related problems.
The event was held at Saturday Club
on January 18, 2020. K S Adhikari wel-
comed and introduced the speakers and
Narayan Jain moderated the session.
The first speaker Preeyam Budhia
spoke on ‘Water Conservation - Today,
Tomorrow, and Beyond, emphasising the
immediate need for every citizen to take
water conservation seriously. Urging
people to work towards building a water
positive society, she said, “It will not be
an exaggeration to say that the next war
will be over water. Any measures that
you take, big or small, counts. There
are many ways to conserve water and
the awareness for this is of paramount
importance pan India. All we need to
do is implement basic, simple measures.”
She also talked about how Patton, as
a forward-thinking, forward-looking
environment-friendly organisation, has
been implementing sustainable solutions
for water conservation via Rainwater
Harvesting, Ground Water Recharging,
and their unique Water-On-Wheels
project. She said, “We have successfully
completed 52 rainwater harvesting proj-
ects. An excellent example of the ben-
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Preeyam Budhia (President, Business Development, Patton Group), Arunabha Majumdar
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(Chairman, Indian Water Works Association) and Bibhas Maity (Ex—officio — CEO, Water
Supply, KMC) ot the interactive session ‘Why Water Challenges Should Worry the Citizens of

Calewtta’ organised by Concern for Calcutta

efits is the Bonnie Camp project in the
Sunderbans which, till 4 years ago, used
to get their drinking water supply from
Kolkata via steamer. Today they have
fresh drinking water on site all year
round. Also, one of my personal green
initiatives is the Rainwater Harvesting
project at the Uluberia Patton Plant. We
have started a 50,000-litre capacity proj-
ect here and will be scaling up to collect
200000 litres of rainwater at our other
plants across.”

Professor Arunava Mazumdar spoke
about the issues and challenges faced
by public water supply and various lev-
els of essential minerals and unwanted

contaminants present in the water sup-

ply.

He also spoke on various water fil-

tration and water purification systems
used in individual households, their pros
and cons, and water usage in many of the
city’s multi-storied complexes.

Bibek Maity spoke about the impor-

tant role water meters can play in helping
conserve water while mentioning some
of the common obstacles faced while
placing water meters in certain areas of

the

city. He also stressed the importance

of people understanding and curbing the
wastage of water.

Audience applauded the immensely

informative session.
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WHY WATER CHALLENGES SHOULD WORRY KOLKATA

Kolkata, Jan 20 (IUNI) Speakers at an interactive session on “Why Water Challenges Should
Worry the Citizens of Caleutta” highlighted the present concerns and stressed on the measures
to be taken to lower water related problems.

Organised by 'Concern for Calcutta', speakers Preeyam Budhia (President. Business
Development, Patton Group), Arunabha Majumdar (Chairman, Indian Water Works
Association) and Bibhas Maity (Ex-officio - CEQ, Water Supply, KMC) spoke on the need to
conserve this precious resource and its judicious use.The event was held here on January 18.
Ms Budhia spoke on "Water Conservation — Today, Tomorrow, and Beyond', emphasiring the
immediate need for every citizen to take water conservation seriously. Urging people to work
towards building a water positive society, she said, 'It will not be an exaggeration to say that the
next war will be over water. Any measures that vou take, big or small, counts. There are many
ways to conserve water and the awareness for this is of paramount importance pan India. All we
need to do 1s implement basie, simple measures. Even a little thing like turning the tap off while
brushing our teeth or shaving can have an immense positive impact. Every drop counts.’

She also talked about how Patton has been implementing sustainable solutions for water
conservation via Rainwater Harvesting, Ground Water Recharging and their unique Water-On-
Wheels project. "We have suceesstully completed 52 rainwater harvesting projects. An excellent
example of the benefits is the Bonnie Camp project in the Sunderbans which, till four vears ago.
used to get drinking water supply from Kolkata via steamer. Today they have fresh drinking
water on site all vear round. Also, one of my personal green initiatives is the Rainwater
Harvesting project at the Uluberia Patton Plant.We have started a 50,000-litre capacity project
here and will be sealing up to colleet 2,00,000 litres of rainwater at our other plants across.’'
Prof. Arunava Mazumdar spoke about the issues and challenges faced by public water supply
and various levels of essential minerals and unwanted contaminants present in the water supply.
He also spoke on various water filtration and water purification systems used in individual
households, their pros and cons, and water usage in many of the city’s multi-storied complexes.
Mr. Bibek Maity spoke about the important role water meters can play in helping conserve water
while mentioning some of the common obstacles faced while placing water meters in certain
areas of the city. He also stressed the importance of people understanding and eurbing the
wastage of water.
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